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  TABLE 4.3    Calendars in the Texas House of Representatives 

Calendar Purpose

Emergency Emergency bills; also used for taxation and appropriation bills

Major State Important bills with statewide impact

Constitutional 
Amendments

Amendments to the Texas Constitution

General State Bills with statewide impact deemed less important than those designated 
“Major State”

Local, Consent, 
and Resolutions 

Bills involving activities of specific counties, cities, and other governments; 
noncontroversial resolutions

Resolutions Votes in which the Texas House offers an opinion on some topic but passes no 
bill on it

Congratulatory 
and Memorial 
Resolutions

House resolution expressing gratitude or thanks to some person or 
recognition of some event but no bills passed on the matter

Senate Bills and 
Resolutions

A calendar reserved for bills and resolutions already passed by the Senate

in speaking continuously on the floor of the Senate and refusing to yield the floor 
to another member. This stalling tactic serves to prevent a vote from being taken. 
While filibustering, a senator must keep their discussion relevant to the legislation 
being discussed and cannot sit down or even lean on their desk. While Wendy Davis’s 
filibuster, which was discussed at the beginning of Chapter 3, is the most recent 
example of a major filibuster in the Texas Senate, her filibuster fell short of the state 
(and national) record set by Texas state senator Bill Meier in 1977 when he filibustered 
for forty-three hours.

Because a member’s speaking time is limited to ten minutes by the rules of the Texas 
House, a filibuster cannot occur there. However, members of the House deliberately 
engage in lengthy debate over bills that are not controversial. This action is generally 
employed late in the legislative session and is used to prevent the Texas House from 
beginning debate on a more controversial issue or bill. This technique of delaying action 
on a bill to prevent the consideration of another bill is called chubbing. Representatives 
engaged in chubbing may or may not be in favor of the current bill but are trying to 
block consideration of bills later on the Texas House calendar. The filibuster in the 
Texas Senate and chubbing in the Texas House are important tools employed by the 
minority party in its effort to influence the legislative process and prevent the majority 
party from getting everything it wants. In 2009, House Democrats effectively kept the 
House from having time to complete work on a voter ID bill in the final days of the 
legislative session by slowing work on the bills ahead of it on the calendar.

Chubbing
the act of delaying action 
on the current bill before 
the Texas House of 
Representatives to prevent 
action on an upcoming bill

Sources: Compiled by the authors from data available at Texas House of Representatives, House Calendars, www.house 
.state.tx.us/help/calendar (accessed July 28, 2016).


